
5th Annual

2008 National Alliance for 
Drug Endangered Children Conference

Salt Lake City, Utah

October 6-8, 2008

Radisson Hotel

Salt Lake City Downtown

215 West South Temple

Salt Lake City, Utah  84101

United for a Brighter Tomorrow

Target Audience: Child Protection Workers, Child Welfare Professionals, Community Members, 
Court Professionals, Drug Court Personnel, Educators, Emergency Department Personnel, EMTs, 
Government Officials, Health Professionals, Hospital Social Workers, Judges, Law Enforcement 
Personnel, Non-profit Professionals, Nurses, Paramedics, Pediatricians, Physicians, Prevention 
Specialists, Prosecutors, Probation Workers, Public Health Workers, Substance Abuse and Mental 
Health Professionals, Tribal Leaders, and Tribal Administration and Program Directors.

This project was supported by Grant No. 2006-DD-BX-0527 awarded by the Bureau of Justice Assistance. The 
Bureau of Justice Assistance is a component of the Office of Justice Programs, which also includes the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics, the National Institute of Justice, the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, and the Office for 
Victims of Crime. Points of view or opinions in this document are those of the author and do not represent the official 
position or policies of the United States Department of Justice.
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Course Description
The 5th Annual National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children Conference 
is a three-day event providing training on the latest research and best-practice 
strategies for Drug Endangered Children efforts at the community, state, 
and federal level. The conference will include topics related to child welfare, 
environmental health, medical, prevention, the judiciary and drug courts, 
substance abuse and mental health, continuum of care, and topics specific to 
Tribal Nations.  

Conference Objectives
This educational offering will enable the participant to:

Develop local, state, and federal alignment in response to drug endangered children
Identify the availability of resources and technical assistance for state and tribal alliances
Explain how to change long-term outcomes for drug endangered children and their families
Discuss the latest research and best practice strategies for drug endangered children efforts at 
the community, state, and federal level
Describe how to develop relationships, share resources, and deliver services to Native 
American communities
Discuss the Indian Child Welfare Act and describe how to protect children and preserve
Native American culture
Demonstrate how to utilize the family and other personal supports in a positive way by 
understanding the psychological and social needs of children from addicted families
Discuss the latest research of perinatal methamphetamine exposure and environmental 
health chemical contamination from methamphetamine
Define the community-based, best-practice programs for chemical contamination clean-up, 
drug courts, forensic interviewing, and effective substance-abuse treatment
Illustrate how to have positive working relationships between disciplines utilizing joint 
protocols for the comprehensive approach to drug endangered children

Continuing Education Credits
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the Essential 
Areas and policies of the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
through the joint sponsorship of Primary Children’s Medical Center, the Department 

of Pediatrics at the University of Utah School of Medicine, and the National Alliance for Drug 
Endangered Children. Primary Children’s Medical Center is accredited by the ACCME to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians.

AMA PRA Credit: Primary Children’s Medical Center designates this educational activity for a 
maximum of 17 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should only claim credit commensurate 
with the extent of their participation in the activity.

UNA: This educational activity offers 17 nursing contact hours. Primary Children’s 
Medical Center is an approved Provider of Continuing Nursing Education by the 

Utah Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American Nurses Credentialing Center’s 
Commission on Accreditation.

Social Work: Social Work CEU hours to be announced.

CLE/Post: Credit is available.

General Attendence: A general certificate of attendance for 17 hours will be presented during the 
afternoon break of the second day.
EMS Credit: The Utah Department of Health Bureau of Emergency Medical Services has approved 
this educational activity for 17 hours of continuing EMS provider education.  The Utah Department 
of Health Bureau of Emergency Medical Services is an approved provider of continuing medical 
education for EMS providers.



 Faculty 

Jim Gerhardt

Sergeant
Thornton Police Department
Thornton, Colorado

Kimberly Hornak, JD

Judge
Third District Juvenile Court
Salt Lake City, Utah

Diana Humetewa, JD 

US Attorney
District of Arizona
Phoenix, Arizona

Kathleen King, PhD

Psychologist
Private Practice
Salt Lake City, Utah

Linda LaGasse, PhD

Assistant Professor of Pediatrics
Director of Research
Brown Center for the Study 
of Children at Risk
Providence, Rhode Island

Esther Larsen, BS, BA, JD

Project Director
Spokane County Sheriff ’s Office
Spokane, Washington

Kelly Lundberg, PhD

Director
Assessment and Referral Services
Associate Professor
Department of Psychiatry 
Clinical Consultant
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Tom Maluga, MS, ThM

Director
Safe Families for Children
Chicago, Illinois

John W. Martyny, PhD, CIH

National Jewish Medical and 
Research Center
Denver, Colorado

Stephen L. Nelson, JD, DDA

Salt Lake County District
Attorney’s Office
Salt Lake City, Utah

Travis Rees

Sergeant
West Jordan Police Department
West Jordan, Utah

Melodie Rydalch

Law Enforcement Coordinator 
Public Information Director
US Attorney’s Office District 
of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Charles B. Salocks, PhD, DABT

Staff Toxicologist
California Environmental 
Protection Agency
Office of Environmental Health
Hazard Assessment
Integrated Risk Assessment 
Branch
Sacramento, California

Janiece Siegerist

CEO
National Assessment & 
Developmental Services
Stillwater, Oklahoma 

Heather Stewart, MA

Assistant Program Manager
Children’s Justice Center
West Jordan, Utah

Nicolas Taylor, PhD, CACIII

Director
Taylor Behavioral Health
Montrose, Colorado

William Thorne, JD

Utah Court of Appeals Judge
Salt Lake City, Utah

Emily C. Verheggen, MEd

Crisis Intake Supervisor
Adams County Social Services 
Department
Adams County, Colorado

Sue Webber-Brown

Detective
Butte County District 
Attorney’s Office
Butte County, California

Lynette Willie

Public Information Officer
Division of Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health
Salt Lake City, Utah

Lori Moriarty

Executive Director
National Alliance for Drug 
Endangered Children
Boulder, Colorado

Glen Hanson, PhD, DDS

Senior Advisor
National Institute on 
Drug Abuse
Director
Utah Addiction Center
Professor, 
Department of Pharmacology 
and Toxicology
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Kiti Freier Randall, PhD

Professor
Loma Linda University
Children’s Hospital
Loma Linda, California

Douglas Goldsmith, PhD

Executive Director
Children’s Center
Salt Lake City, Utah

Robin Kahus

Substance Abuse Counselor
Southwest Center
St. George, Utah 

Jennifer Keller

Adoptive Mother
Home, Kansas 
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Colleen T. Brisnehan

Environmental Protection 
Specialist (EPS)
Colorado Department of Public 
Health and Environment
Denver, Colorado

Kay Chopard Cohen, JD

Deputy Executive Director
National Criminal Justice 
Association
Washington, DC

Lori Findeis, LCSW

Clinical Director
Therapist
Children’s Counseling Center
Orem, Utah



8:00 – 9:00 Registration
9:00 – 12:00 DEC 101: Basic Overview of DEC

(Pre-registration required)
This presentation will provide a basic overview of DEC efforts, including the inception 
of DEC, the evolution and the lessons learned along the way.

9:00 – 12:00 DEC 201: Journey through the System (Pre-registration required)
The goal of DEC 201 is to overcome barriers and develop a comprehensive 
coordinated response to children who are in drug endangered environments.  
Best practice models in areas of medical services, substance abuse treatment, 
prevention, law enforcement, the judiciary, the child welfare system, and 
environmental health will be presented.

12:00 – 1:00 Lunch on your own
1:00 – 2:00 Welcome: Local, State and Federal Alignment

Chris Burbank, Chief and Lori Moriarty, Executive Director
2:00 – 3:20 The Neurobiology of Recovery: Basis of Success and Failure

Glen Hanson, PhD, DDS
3:20 – 3:35 Break
3:35 – 5:00 Psychological and Social Needs of Drug Endangered Children 

Kiti Freier Randall, PhD
5:00 – 6:30 Welcome Reception

or

 Conference Location 

Salt Lake City sits at the base of the Wasatch 

Mountains next to the Great Salt Lake. Salt Lake 

blends the historical landmarks of its pioneer 

past with the vibrancy of the modern West. 

Located in the downtown convention area are 

Symphony Hall; Ballet West; the Family History 

Library; the Utah Opera Company; the Salt Lake 

Arts Center; and the world-famous Temple 

Square, home of the Mormon Tabernacle Choir 

(performances every Thursday evening and 

Sunday morning). There is plenty of shopping 

and restaurants within walking distance of the 

Radisson Hotel, including the Gateway which 

delivers the ultimate shopping, dining, and 

entertainment experience. 

The Salt Lake Convention and Visitors Bureau 

provides information on sightseeing, 

skiing, current events, and transportation. 

801.534.4900 or www.visitsaltlake.com. 

 Cancellation 

Written notice is required to receive a refund. All 

refunds are subject to a $50 processing fee. No 

refunds will be made after September 26, 2008. 

 Hotel Reservations 

The conference is held at the Radisson Hotel, 

215 West South Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah. 

A limited number of rooms are blocked under 

the National Drug Endangered Child Conference 

for $90 per night for single rate or $105 per 

night for double rate. Reservation block expires 

September 5, 2008. Call the Radisson Hotel at 

801.531.7500 or 888.201.1718 and mention the 

National Alliance for Drug Endangered Children 

Conference when making reservations to 

ensure you receive the discounted room rate. 

You can also make arrangements online at 

www.radisson.com/saltlakecityut_downtown

by clicking “More Search Options.” Use 

promotional code NADE.

 Call for Abstracts 

Is your program doing the latest and greatest?

Do you have research that you would like to 

share?  We want to know. Please submit your 

abstract by August 15, 2008. Up to ten abstracts 

will be chosen for poster presentations. Please 

refer to www.nationaldec.org/Conference/

conference.htm for guidelines.

October 6, 2008



8:00 – 8:30 Registration (Continental breakfast provided)

8:30 – 9:00 “Little Feathers” of Granite School District

Native American Performance

9:00 – 10:30 Reactive Attachment Disorders: Interventions for Children 

and Families  Douglas Goldsmith, PhD

10:30 – 10:45 Break

10:45 – 12:00 A] Breakout Sessions (Sessions run concurrently)

1) Law Enforcement: Gang and Drug Endangered 

Childeren Investigation Course Sue Webber-Brown, Detective
2) Community-based Strategic Planning 

Kay Chopard Cohen, JD
3) Effective Community Based Treatment for Substance Abusing Parents

Nicolas Taylor, PhD, CACIII
4) New Research Findings on Methamphetamine Exposure: Potential 

Implications for Decontamination Protocols  John W. Martyny, PhD, CIH, 
Charles B. Salocks, PhD, DABT, and Colleen T. Brisnehan, EPS

12:00 – 1:30 Lunch on your own

Optional Lunch Roundtable Discussion: Reaching the Native American Community

Informal discussion on ways to develop relationships, share resources, and deliver 
services to Native American communities. (If you will be attending this roundtable, 
please check appropriate box on registration form.) Co-facilitated by Melodie Rydalch 
and Lynette Willie

1:30 – 3:00 B] Breakout Sessions (Sessions run concurrently)

1) Dos & Don’ts of Interviewing Children on Scene: Forensic Interviewing 

Heather Stewart, MA and Travis Rees, Sergeant
2) Evaluated Programs: The Comprehensive Approach to Drug Endangered 

Children  Stephen L. Nelson, JD, DDA and Ester Larsen, BS, BA, JD
3) Meth and Native American Tribal Lands: Trends, Issues, What’s Working, 

What’s Not Diana Humetewa, JD
4) Efforts Toward the Establishment of a Recommended Cleanup Standard for 

Methamphetamine and the Potential Impact on State and Local Regulations 

John W. Martyny, PhD, CIH, Charles B. Salocks, PhD, DABT, and Colleen T. 
Brisnehan, EPS

3:00 – 3:15 Break

3:15 – 4:45 C] Breakout Sessions (Sessions run concurrently)

1) Identifying Drug Endangered Children Through Interagency Collaboration

Sergeant Jim Gerhardt, and Emily C. Verheggen, MEd
2) Indian Child Welfare Act: Protecting Our Children, Preserving Our Culture

The Honorable William Thorne
3) Drug Court Dilemmas The Honorable Kimberly Hornak
4) Impact of Prenatal Exposure to Methamphetamine on Children Ages 0 to 

3 Years Linda LaGasse, PhD 

6:00 – 10:00 Optional Night Out in Salt Lake City
Registration dealine: September 23, 2008.  To register, log on to 
www.nationalalliance.western-leisure.com/tours_activities/convention/16 

October 7, 2008



8:00 – 8:30 Registration 
(Continental breakfast provided)

8:30 – 10:00 D] Breakout Sessions 

(Sessions run concurrently)

1) Safe Families for Children: A New Approach to Supporting Wounded 

and At-Risk Families

Tom Maluga, MS, ThM
2) Sustaining the Energy of the Team 

Janiece Siegerist, CEO
3) Interim Groups: A Model for Responding to Wait Lists

Kelly Lundberg, PhD
4) Grandparents Raising Grandchildren

Kathleen King, PhD
10:00 – 10:15 Break

10:15 – 10:45 Children’s Panel: Effects on Children Growing up in Homes with Drug Addiction

Facilitated by Lori Findeis, LCSW

10:45 – 11:15 Story of Hope

Robin Kahus, SAC, Mother in Recovery

11:15 – 12:15 There’s No Place Like Home: A Family’s Journey to Adopt Drug 

Endangered Children 

Jennifer Keller, Adoptive Mother

12:15 – 12:45 Conference Summary and Conclusions

Lori Moriarty, Executive Director

 Optional Night Out in Salt Lake City 

Utah Olympic Park and Park City (4 hours)

Tour the Utah Olympic Park venue of the 
bobsled, ski jumping, luge, and skeleton 
events. You will also tour Park City (home of the 
Sundance Film Festival) and learn its fascinating 
history as a mining boomtown. Take a few 
minutes to enjoy getting dinner on your own 
from one of many different restaurants in 
between exploring the shops, boutiques, and 
art galleries, lined along Main Street. Price: $65 
per person; includes transportation, Western 
Leisure guide, entrance fees, and water.

A Night of Adventure (5 hours)

Start off your evening by heading north to 

Ogden, Utah where adventure meets fun. We’ll 

start with dinner in the Union Station, home of 

the Browning Gun Museum which you’ll have 

the chance to explore before we head over to

The Junction. At  The Junction you’ll have 

the choice of scaling a rock wall, learn to 

skydive in a wind tunnel, or catch a wave while 

boogie boarding on the Flow Rider. If hardcore 

adrenaline isn’t your thing tonight, enjoy 

Ogden’s Main Street where you’ll find gallery 

shops and a hoppin’ night life. Price: $145 per 

person; includes transportation, Western Leisure 

guide, entrance fees, dinner, and water.

Registration

Registration deadline is September 23, 2008. 

You will need to register online in order 

to participate in this activity. Registration is 

not part of this form. To register, log on to 

www.nationalalliance.western-leisure.com.

October 8, 2008
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First name

Last name

Title (to be listed on name badge)

Organization (to be listed on name badge)

Address

City    State  Zip code

E-mail      Daytime phone

Please indicate any special needs

Please do not include my contact information in the DEC directory.

Tuition

Please indicate which breakout session you will be attending:

Monday, 10/06/2008:

 DEC 101  DEC 201  

Wednesday, 10/08/2008:

 D1  D2  D3  D4

Tuesday, 10/07/2008:

 A1  A2  A3  A4

 B1  B2  B3  B4

 C1  C2  C3  C4
 Optional Roundtable Lunch

Please choose your t-shirt size:

Small Medium Large X-Large

Any registration received after 9/25/08 will receive 
a large size t-shirt.

Payment 

 Check  (Make check payable to Pediatric Education Services)

 Master Card  Visa  Discover  American Express 

Authorized card holder

Account number    Expiration date

Signature     

No purchase orders will be accepted.

2008 National Alliance 
for Drug Endangered Children Conference

Early Bird (Before 9/25/08) Standard (After 9/25/08) Total

$215 $235

 Registration Details 

Early Bird Discount

Postmark by September 25, 2008 – save $20

Registration fees for the conference includes 
program syllabus, refreshment breaks and T-shirt. 
All registration forms must be accompanied by 
the appropriate registration payment. Also 
register online at www.nationaldec.org

Contact Information 

Pediatric Education Services
Primary Children’s Medical Center
100 North Mario Capecchi Drive
Salt Lake City, Utah 84113-1100

Phone 801.662.3501 or 800.910.7262
Fax Open 24 hours daily 801.662.3522

Office Hours 8 am – 5 pm, M-F MDT

Conference Tuition:

Account # 953-3251


